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The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, we are 

going to have one more vote tonight. 
Senator MCCONNELL and I have spoken 
earlier today. We will have one or two 
votes in the morning. We will termi-
nate before 11 o’clock, so we will have 
a vote around 10 o’clock, 10:15 in the 
morning—maybe two—on the FAA bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, is there 
time for the Senator form Arkansas if 
he wants it? I request 2 minutes equal-
ly divided on the Arkansas nomination, 
and I yield my time to the senior Sen-
ator from Arkansas. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I rise 
today to support the nomination of 
Paul K. Holmes—in Arkansas we call 
him P.K. Holmes—for the district court 
judgeship in western Arkansas. A lot of 
times when you stand here at this mo-
ment in a nomination, it is like mak-
ing a closing argument. But in this 
particular case there is no argument; 
everybody is for him. The American 
Bar Association, Democrats, Repub-
licans, plaintiffs, defendants, every-
body in Arkansas is for him. 

He has been an Arkansas Lawyer of 
the Year. He has been the Western Dis-
trict U.S. Attorney. He is a partner in 
Warner, Smith and Harris. P. K. 
Holmes has an outstanding record and 
outstanding reputation. He likes to 
talk about the fact that he has a small 
town general practice, and that is true. 
He has handled a little bit of every-
thing, but he has always done it with 
integrity. He has an outstanding rep-
utation in Arkansas as a lawyer and a 
great member of the community. 

I would hope all of my colleagues 
support this nomination. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

MANCHIN). All time is yielded back. 
The question is, Will the Senate ad-

vise and consent to the nomination of 
Paul Kinloch Holmes III, of Arkansas, 
to be U.S. district judge for the West-
ern District of Arkansas? 

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There is a sufficient second. 
The clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk called 

the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. 
KERRY), the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Mr. KOHL), the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. LIEBERMAN), and the Sen-
ator from New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) 
are necessarily absent. 

Mr. KYL. The following Senator is 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 95, 
nays 0, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 13 Ex.] 
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The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motions to re-
consider are considered made and laid 
upon the table. The President shall be 
immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

(At the request of Mr. REID, the fol-
lowing statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

∑ Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I was 
necessarily absent for the votes on the 
nomination of Paul Holmes to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Western District of Arkansas and 
Diana Saldana to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Southern District of 
Texas. If I were able to attend today’s 

session, I would have supported both 
nominees.∑ 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ate will resume legislative session. 
The Senator from Iowa. 

f 

FOR-PROFIT ONLINE COLLEGES 
AND UNIVERSITIES 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, last De-
cember I came to the floor to discuss 
the Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions Committee investigation into 
for-profit online colleges and univer-
sities. It is an investigation that has 
now been going on for almost a year, 
and it is an investigation with pro-
found consequences for taxpayers. 

For-profit colleges, mostly online, re-
ceive more than $26 billion in Federal 
student aid each year. While some of 
these schools may be doing a good job, 
taxpayers deserve to know that their 
education dollars are being well spent. 
It is also an investigation with pro-
found consequences for students. 

According to data released last week 
by the Department of Education, 25 
percent of for-profit college student 
loan borrowers default within 3 years 
of leaving school. One out of every four 
student loan borrowers who go to these 
for-profit schools defaults within 3 
years of leaving school. 

For-profit colleges have correctly 
pointed out that they educate a dis-
proportionate number of low-income 
and minority students. They argue 
that if they were not doing a good job, 
students would not continue to enroll. 
How, then, is it possible that schools 
with very high rates of withdrawal, 
high rates of loan debt, and high rates 
of default continue to enroll more and 
more students each year? The answer, 
according to my committee’s inves-
tigation, lies in the enormous expendi-
ture of money and effort that the for- 
profit colleges put into their recruit-
ment process. 

There have been many stories about 
abusive recruitment practices in news-
papers and television programs across 
the country. Last August, the Govern-
ment Accountability Office docu-
mented many of those abuses in under-
cover videos presented at a HELP Com-
mittee hearing. The industry argued 
that these misleading and deceptive 
practices were the work of a few rogue 
actors, but the overwhelming evidence 
of misleading, deceptive, and even 
fraudulent conduct documented by 
GAO cannot be attributed to anything 
but a systemic effort to enroll students 
at any cost. 

For anyone who questions that this 
is a systemic effort to pressure, de-
ceive, and mislead, I wish to take a few 
minutes to explore the details of the 
training practices that led directly to 
the GAO findings. I hope my colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle and on both 
sides of the Capitol find this a useful 
window into the training tactics used 
by these companies. 
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